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November 17, 2022 

GIFT EXCEPTION NO. 2022-3 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

STEVENT. PULLIAM 
GENERAL COUNSEL 

SUCHETA MEENA MOHANTY 
DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL 

RE: The Chief Communications Officer in the Office of the Commissioner of the 
Kentucky Department of Education requests an exemption to KRS 1 lA.045(1) to 
receive funds from a donation account established by her friends to assist with 
payment of emergency veterinary costs. 

DECISION: The Executive Branch Ethics Commission grants the exemption pursuant 
to KRS 1 lA.045(1). 

This opinion is issued in response to a request for an advisory opinion from the Executive 
Branch Ethics Commission (the "Commission"). This matter was reviewed at the November 17, 
2022, meeting of the Commission and the following opinion and exception is issued pursuant to 
KRS 1 lA.045(1). 

An exemption from the application of KRS 11 A.045( l) is requested so that friends of 
the public servant, who is also considered to be an officer pursuant to KRS l lA.010(7), may 
make contributions for the emergency medical expenses of her pets. The relevant facts given 
are as follows: 

The public servant is a non-merit employee who serves as the Chief Communications 
Officer within the Kentucky Department of Education. In that capacity she oversees internal 
and external communications of the agency, as well as supervises employees engaged in the 








